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to arrest Joseph Kony and senior com-
manders of the Lord’s Resistance Army; 

(2) supports increasing collaboration and 
coordination between the African Union and 
the Governments of Uganda, the Central Af-
rican Republic, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, and the Republic of South Sudan so 
that together they may swiftly and effec-
tively implement RCI-LRA and bring Kony’s 
criminal spree to an end; 

(3) supports ongoing efforts by members of 
the United States Armed Forces currently 
deployed to serve as advisors to and partners 
of these national militaries and African 
Union forces; and 

(4) supports continued efforts by the Sec-
retary of State, the Secretary of Defense, 
and other representatives of the United 
States Government to work with partner na-
tions and the international community to 
strengthen the operational capabilities of 
African Union and other regional military 
forces deployed as part of RCI-LRA to pro-
tect civilians and neutralize the leadership 
of the Lord’s Resistance Army. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 413—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF 
APRIL 2012 AS NATIONAL AUTISM 
AWARENESS MONTH 
Mr. CASEY submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 413 

Whereas autism is a general term used to 
describe a group of complex developmental 
brain disorders known as pervasive develop-
mental disorders, commonly known as au-
tism spectrum disorders; 

Whereas autism is a neurodevelopmental 
disorder that results in difficulties with 
communication and social interaction, as 
well as repetitive behaviors; 

Whereas autism affects individuals dif-
ferently, mildly affecting some and signifi-
cantly disabling others; 

Whereas according to a 2012 report pub-
lished by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, as of 2008, autism affects an esti-
mated 1 in every 88 children in the United 
States, including 1 in 54 boys, which is a 23 
percent increase from 2006; 

Whereas autism is 4 times more likely to 
be diagnosed in boys than in girls; 

Whereas autism can affect anyone regard-
less of race, ethnicity, or other factors; 

Whereas the lifetime incremental cost of 
caring for a person with autism is $3,200,000; 

Whereas the cost nationally of caring for 
persons affected by autism is estimated to be 
at least $90,000,000,000 per year; 

Whereas the number of autistic adults 
grows daily and, absent fundamental break-
throughs, will continue to increase in the 
years and decades ahead; 

Whereas it is both a moral and fiscal im-
perative that services be made available that 
maximize the potential of each unique adult 
living with autism to contribute to the 
greatest extent possible to the society and 
economy of the United States; 

Whereas it is well established that early 
intervention can improve outcomes by sig-
nificantly improving the cognitive, lan-
guage, and adaptive skills of people with au-
tism; 

Whereas the promise of early intervention 
is not being realized as close to 80 percent of 
adults with autism, even those without an 
intellectual disability, are unemployed and 
living at home with relatives rather than 
independently; 

Whereas a variety of physical, medical, and 
mental-health issues may accompany au-

tism, resulting in marked functional impair-
ment in all activities of daily living; 

Whereas these conditions may include epi-
lepsy, Down syndrome, fragile X syndrome, 
gastrointestinal problems, immune-system 
disorders, sleep disturbance, sensory integra-
tion dysfunction, and metabolic disorders; 

Whereas many individuals on the autism 
spectrum face co-occurring mental-health 
challenges, including anxiety, obsessive com-
pulsions, and depression; 

Whereas individuals living with autism are 
highly valued and deserve the highest level 
of dignity and acceptance by society; and 

Whereas April 2012 would be an appropriate 
month to designate as National Autism 
Awareness Month to increase public aware-
ness of the need to support individuals with 
autism and the family members and medical 
professionals who care for individuals with 
autism: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses support designating April 2012 

as National Autism Awareness Month; 
(2) recognizes and commends both individ-

uals living with autism and the parents and 
relatives of those individuals for the sac-
rifice and dedication in providing for the spe-
cial needs of autistic individuals and for ab-
sorbing financial costs for specialized edu-
cation, medical clinical interventions, and 
support services; 

(3) recognizes that— 
(A) autism is a major public health crisis 

that is taking an enormous toll on millions 
of families who need answers that can come 
only through further research; 

(B) meeting the education, employment, 
and service-provision needs of individuals on 
the autism spectrum is a clear and compel-
ling public policy issue that requires a rapid 
national response; and 

(C) individuals and families are desperate 
to access services that are, at this point, in-
adequate to meet the current and growing 
needs of individuals with autism; 

(4) stresses the need to begin early inter-
vention services soon after a child has been 
diagnosed with autism, noting that there is 
a strong consensus that intensive treatment 
as soon as possible following diagnosis can 
significantly improve cognitive functioning, 
language, and adaptive behavior, reduce the 
cost of lifetime care, and yield the most 
positive life outcomes for children with au-
tism; 

(5) recognizes— 
(A) the importance of assistance in the 

areas of comprehensive early intervention, 
health, recreation, job training, employ-
ment, housing, transportation, and early, 
primary, and secondary education; and 

(B) that with access to, and assistance 
with, this type of service and support, indi-
viduals with autism can live rich, full, and 
productive lives; 

(6) recognizes that services for 
transitioning youth and adults with autism 
are an especially pressing need, as are serv-
ices that enhance the safety of individuals 
with autism of any age; and 

(7) recognizes that by providing adequate 
service and support at crucial points in life, 
adults with autism can become tax-paying 
citizens with productive and rewarding lives. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 414—COM-
MEMORATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF NORTH CAROLINA AT PEM-
BROKE 

Mr. BURR (for himself and Mrs. 
HAGAN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 414 

Whereas the University of North Carolina 
at Pembroke (referred to in this preamble as 
‘‘the University’’) was founded on March 7, 
1887, in Robeson County, North Carolina by 
an act of the General Assembly of North 
Carolina; 

Whereas the University, originally named 
the Croatan Normal School, was created in 
response to a petition from the Indian people 
of Robeson County; 

Whereas the University was founded for 
the purpose of training American Indian 
school teachers; 

Whereas the University opened in the fall 
of 1887 with 15 students and 1 teacher; 

Whereas the University moved to its 
present location in Pembroke, North Caro-
lina in 1909; 

Whereas a 2-year program beyond high 
school was added to the University in 1926; 

Whereas the length of the program of col-
lege studies at the University was extended 
to 4 years in 1939; 

Whereas, in 1941, the General Assembly of 
North Carolina changed the name of the Uni-
versity to Pembroke State College for Indi-
ans; 

Whereas, until 1953, the University was the 
only State-supported 4-year college for Indi-
ans in the United States; 

Whereas, in 1969, the General Assembly of 
North Carolina changed the name of the Uni-
versity to Pembroke State University and 
made the University a regional State univer-
sity that provided instruction at both the 
undergraduate level and the graduate level; 

Whereas, in 1972, the General Assembly of 
North Carolina established the 17-campus 
University of North Carolina system and 
made Pembroke State University 1 of the 
constituent institutions of the system; 

Whereas, on July 1, 1996, Pembroke State 
University became the University of North 
Carolina at Pembroke; 

Whereas, today, approximately 6,000 stu-
dents from diverse backgrounds are enrolled 
in 41 undergraduate programs and 17 grad-
uate programs at the University of North 
Carolina at Pembroke; and 

Whereas March 7, 2012, marks the 125th an-
niversary of the founding of the University 
of North Carolina at Pembroke: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate commemorates 
the 125th anniversary of the University of 
North Carolina at Pembroke. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 415—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 4, 2012, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUNIOR 
AUXILIARIES DAY’’ 

Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr. 
PRYOR) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 415 

Whereas the National Association of Jun-
ior Auxiliaries and the members of the Na-
tional Association of Junior Auxiliaries pro-
vide valuable service and leadership opportu-
nities for women who wish to take an active 
role in their communities; 

Whereas the mission of the National Asso-
ciation of Junior Auxiliaries is to encourage 
member chapters to render charitable serv-
ices that— 

(1) are beneficial to the general public; and 
(2) place a particular emphasis on pro-

viding for the needs of children; and 
Whereas since the founding of the National 

Association of Junior Auxiliaries in 1941, the 
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